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Pentecost: Yesterday, today and forever. 
 
June 18, 2017 
 

Luke 3:16 (NIV) 
 
John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water.  
 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
Jesus is the baptizer with the Holy Spirit and Fire. 
 
One way to think of it is this. 
Jesus was and is God the Father’s gift to the whole world. 
The Holy Spirit is the gift to the church, those who have welcomed Jesus as 
their Lord and Savor and experienced being born again, born from above. 
 
Jesus, as Lord is the baptizer with the Holy Spirit. 
 
With the understanding that Jesus is the baptizer in the Holy Spirit, and 
according to Hebrews 13:8 
 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 
These passages form the foundation for this series, Pentecost, yesterday, 
today and forever. 
 
I distinctly remember the first worship service after hearing the news that 
Brenda was pregnant with Rachel.  It was a midweek service, and I knelt out in 
the aisle and asked in faith, to, by the fire of the Holy Spirit to burn out of my 
being, and now the being of the baby any potential birth defects from my 
stupidity of experimenting with drugs and alcohol.  I was lifted by the power 
of the Holy Spirit from feeling overwhelmed to be empowered. 
 
This message on Father’s Day is highly important for all dads have this inner 
realizing that we can’t do this on our own.  There are so many things, that a 
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dad knows intuitively, that there is no way, it can all be done, much less get 
done. 
 
Dad’s, we already know, we can’t do fatherhood on our own, and need the 
power of the Holy Spirit, with the cleansing fire, and anointing 
empowerment. 
 
The good news is, that in a relationship with God, through Christ Jesus, that 
all dads can be empowered by the Holy Spirit to do and be the impossible. 
 
It is okay, to feel insufficient for the tasks ahead. 
 
The answer is in Pentecost, yesterday, today and forever. 
 
Let us stand, stretch our bodies and our minds to receive this word. 
 
 
Acts 2: 
 

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 

place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 

heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what 

seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit enabled them… 

Visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 

Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  
12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much 

wine.” 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 
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Prayer: 
Lord, may all of us be filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak and 
pray in other tongues as the Spirit enables us. 
 
Lord, I pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. May the fire of 
God, descend upon me and on the church again with power, passion 
and purity. May the gift of tongues be spread more widely. May there 
be mutual understanding, love and unity in the church. 
 
IN Jesus name, amen. 

 
On the topic of praying in tongues, you may be asking also, “What does this 
mean?” you also may be making fun of those of us who do pray in tongues, 
and say, “They have had too much wine” 
 
It is great question, and there are many answers. 
 
Why, unknown tongues?  
 
The Bible speaks and we can listen. 
 
Last week we briefly mentioned the judgment of God upon humanity, that 
took one race with one language and made the many races and many 
languages because humanity had come into unity to do extremely evil and 
wicked deeds. 
 
Yes, it is bad now, but it was unimaginably bad in Genesis. 
 

Genesis 11: 
1Now the whole world had one language and a common speech… 
7Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not 

understand each other.” 
8So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth. 
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The baptism in the Holy Spirit with the manifestation of speaking and 
praying in other tongues is a reversal of this judgment upon humanity. 

It is not just the power of human unity, but also the power of the Holy Spirit, 
working within unified human beings, that can accomplish great and greater 
things. 

Here is another scriptural reason why the manifestation is speaking or 
praying in other tongues. 

Strange, unknown tongues were a sign to the Jewish Leaders in charge 
that they were no longer the sole representatives of God.   

This is not to open any door to anti-Semitism.  This is simply to say, that at 
the moment of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost that 
it served as a sign to the Jewish Leaders that their leadership had been 
invaded, and their rule and reign was over. 

The results were equality among the races and among all people. 

No one could stand as priest over another human being, for an invasion had 
come and replaced the old priesthood, with a new priesthood, the 
priesthood of the believer.  The priesthood of the believer is a great topic 
for another series, but not today.  Suffice to say, that every believer is called 
to exercise the priesthood. 

At the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, no human being could wield religious 
power over another, being the select race, and among that race, a select 
tribe, and among the select trivet, a select few, and of the select few, a 
selected one, the high priest had now been invaded and a new priesthood 
was established, the priesthood of the believer. 

70 years after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the Romans came and 
fulfilled Jesus prophecy about the temple that every stone would be cast 
down.   
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The Jewish leaders didn’t 
believe they could be 
replaced, nor could they 
imagine that the stones of the 
temple would be invaded and 
cast down.   The stones were 
like 6 and 8 feet rectangles of 
gigantic cut rock, with gold 
mixed in the mortar.  The 
Romans, cast down every 
stone, and pulled all the gold 
out of the mortar and literally 

and completely fulfilled the invasion that had begun with the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit.  Why would God use the gift of unknown tongues to be a 
sign of the fulfillment of Jesus invasion into this world system, including the 
religious systems? 

It is lengthy, and important so let’s read together. 

Isaiah 28: 
 

5In that day the LORD Almighty will be a glorious crown, 
a beautiful wreath 
for the remnant of his people. 

6He will be a spirit of justice 
to the one who sits in judgment, 

a source of strength 
to those who turn back the battle at the gate. 

7And these also stagger from wine 
and reel from beer: 

Priests and prophets stagger from beer 
and are befuddled with wine; 

they reel from beer, 
they stagger when seeing visions, 
they stumble when rendering decisions. 

8All the tables are covered with vomit 
and there is not a spot without filth. 

9“Who is it he is trying to teach? 
To whom is he explaining his message? 
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To children weaned from their milk, 
to those just taken from the breast? 

10For it is: 
Do this, do that, 
a rule for this, a rule for that; 
a little here, a little there.” 

11Very well then, with foreign lips and strange tongues 
God will speak to this people, 

12to whom he said, 
“This is the resting place, let the weary rest”; 

and, “This is the place of repose”— 
but they would not listen. 

13So then, the word of the LORD to them will become: 
Do this, do that, 
a rule for this, a rule for that; 
a little here, a little there— 

so that as they go they will fall backward; 
they will be injured and snared and captured. 

14Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scoffers 
who rule this people in Jerusalem. 

15You boast, “We have entered into a covenant with death, 
with the realm of the dead we have made an agreement. 

When an overwhelming scourge sweeps by, 
it cannot touch us, 

for we have made a lie our refuge 
and falsehood# 15 Or false gods  our hiding place.” 

16So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, 

a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; 
the one who relies on it 

will never be stricken with panic. 
 

The judgment of God to the priests and prophets who “reeled and 
staggered with beer and were befuddled with wine” had come.  The leaders 
were judged, and God said to them 
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Very well then, with foreign lips and strange tongues 

God will speak to this people.  Is. 28:11 

 

Commentator Mortyer says,  “Isaiah is writing about the judgment of God, 

and when the judgment was described, he described it, as an invading armies 

language would be as a strange tongue or other tongues.  When the ministry 

and person of Jesus was rejected, and they crucified him, the giving of the 

Holy Spirit with the manifestation of other tongues would have spoken 

directly to those in charge that it was a judgment of God against them and 

their leadership.  Those that thought the ministry of Jesus were a meaningless 

jumble of noises? That is exactly what they will hear. For, come what may, 

God will speak, but when the simple intelligibility of the word of God is 

refused, his judgment falls on his professing people in the shape of the 

unintelligible).1 

 

I Cor. 14:21 speaks of the public use of the gift of tongues as a sign to the 

unbeliever.  Paul refers to the passage in Is. 28:11 

In the Law it is written: 

“With other tongues 

and through the lips of foreigners 

I will speak to this people, 

but even then they will not listen to me, 
says the Lord.” 
 
																																																								
1	Motyer,	J.	A.	(1999).	Isaiah:	an	introduction	and	commentary	(Vol.	20,	p.	210).	
Downers	Grove,	IL:	InterVarsity	Press.	
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Maybe another sermon I will share about the public use of the gift of 

tongues as a means for God to speak to his people, directly.  

 

On this Father’s Day 2017, what can the judgment of God upon the 

failed leaders of Israel teach us? 

They had drifted away from their surrendered life to God and were 

drinking to excess beer and wine, to the point that they staggered. 

It is significant that one of the manifestations that accompanying the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit, is that it made the receive look like they were 

drunk with wine.   

It is like, the Lord said, to the leaders of Israel.  “watch this!.  You drink 

beer and wine for an experience, a high, an escape, and a way to numb your 

own inadequacies.  You leaders who are drunk even at an early hour of the 

day, and abuse your role as a leader, watch, and listen. 

 

Watch this, you leaders of Israel, you rejected the chief cornerstone, my 

son, you treated his words as meaningless jumble, you elevated yourself 

above the throne of God, you manipulated the common person.  So watch 

this.  And hear this.  The invasion began with the incarnation of Jesus.  Jesus 

invaded planet earth, and began the invasion.  Through the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit, the invasion of God’s Kingdome has come and has come in 

power into and through any human being who will surrender to the Lordship 

of Jesus.  By the empowering of the Holy Spirit, with the manifestation of 

praying in other tongues, the invading kingdom of God ill overcome any and 

all kingdoms of this world. 

Men, Fathers, young men, it is perfectly acceptable to feel insufficient, if 

that insufficiency draws you closer into a deepening relationship with God, 
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and a seeking to be filled with the person of the Holy Spirit, with the 

manifestation of praying in other tongues. 

Men, fathers, young men, it is not okay to drink to get drunk on beer and 

wine when you feel overwhelmed, or overly happy. 

Be forewarned, that the religious and national leaders of Israel in the 1st 

century had lifted themselves up into pride, arrogance, and had rejected 

personal, spiritual disciplines and drank beer to excess and wine to the point 

of drunkenness and staggering. Just a FYI:  Most really bad choices are made 

when a person is intoxicated.  Some can drink a lot before being intoxicated, 

others not so much.  Your pastor once was a heavy consumer of alcohol, and 

under conviction, of the Holy Spirit, gave it up, and it no longer is an issue for 

me.  I once was lost and now I am found. 

I ask all the males, for all of you have the potential to be dads, to make a 

quality choice today.  To be a part of the invading force of God’s Kingdom 

and become and fulfill the priesthood of the believer.  As males, you are not 

better or worse, than females, you are equals, because of the work of Jesus 

Christ.  No one is to elevate themselves above another, especially a woman.  

In Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, all races and all genders are 

now equal, none better, none worse, all equal through Christ. 

It is my hope that all males, would accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 

enter a relationship with God the Father, through Jesus Christ, and receive 

the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

Just a little FYI: to everyone.  In 1906, at the height of white racial 

dominance, the Holy Spirit did something amazing.  The Holy Spirit anointed 

and empowered an African American, to lead the country into a revival that 

has yet to be eclipsed.  It was like the Holy Spirit was saying to the white 

leaders, watch this, an invading army is coming to take away your power, 
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because you have misused it.  You white people, watch this, I will raise up a 

black man, and fill him with the Holy Spirit, and lead this nation back to an 

empowered relationship with God. 

Now, I believe God is saying, to the male gender universally, not in this 

church for we have overcome male dominance.  I believe God is saying, you 

have elevated yourself above another gender, and I am going to anoint and 

empower the female gender with the power of the Holy Spirit and usher in 

another great awakening. It wouldn’t be and wont’ be a political power, but 

anointed, empowered women.  Men, will you make an inner choice to view all 

races and the female gender as equals? 

 

And… that is a personal choice, much harder than choosing whether you 

will have a coke or a root beer float, which we will do in just a moment.  A 

metaphor will be seen downstairs.  AS we pour our choice on top of the 

vanilla ice cream, you have to be careful, because after you stop pouring the 

soda, a reaction occurs and an overflowing of the mug can occur.  It will be 

very difficult to avoid an overflow of the mugs filled with vanilla ice cream, 

and the soda poured out onto it.  It will overflow, and it will be a good 

metaphor for us on this Father’s Day. 

 
 

It is not a learned language and it cannot be taught how to speak and pray in 

tongues. 

 

It doesn’t originate in the mind of a human being. 
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It is the purest from of prayer, as it is not originating in the self-centered will 

of a human being, but in the re-born human spirit. 

 
The Holy Spirit does it.  It is my voice and my will to speak/pray it, but 
it is not a learned experience.  Jesus is the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit, 
and the spirit language is a gift from Jesus.     Rarely do I understand 
the words I pray in the spirit.  Another gift of the Holy Spirit is 
Interpretation of Tongues and sometimes, if God wills and wants a 
person to know the content, he will reveal it. 

In my daily devotions a week ago Monday, entitled Heavenly Sounds, 
comes this understanding. 
 

The experience of God’s love through the Holy Spirit brings unity to 
the church. As we recognize that the same Holy Spirit is at work in 
Catholics, Orthodox, Protestants and Pentecostals of whatever church 
or denomination, there is a healing of division and a visible experience 
of unity. 

On the day of Pentecost, there were three reactions (all of which we 
see today to the ministry of the Holy Spirit). The first reaction 
was amazement. Some were ‘utterly amazed’ (Acts 2:7). The second 
reaction was perplexity. ‘Perplexed, they asked one another, “What 
does this mean?”’ (v.12). The third reaction was ridicule. ‘Some, 
however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine”’ 
(v.13). 

Amazement, perplexity and ridicule yesterday, today and the future, but not 
forever will be the reactions to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
 
One reaction could be amazement, to the point of really wanting the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Altar call 
 
 
 


